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1. PER REFTEL SECGEN SAID HE DID NOT SELECT THE U.S. CANDIDATE 
GAITHER FOR LEGAL OFFICER IN THE LEGAL BUREAU. HE APPOINTED 
A CANADIAN WITH FRENCH DUAL CITIZENSHIP WHO IS PROFESSOR OF 
AIR LAW AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTREAL AND WELL VERSED IN CANADIAN 
AND QUEBEC PROVINCE LAW. SECGEN ANTICIPATES HE WILL USE THIS 
ENCUMBENT ON THE MANY LEGAL PROBLEMS FACING ICAO WITH RESPECT 
TO SECRETARIAT PERSONNEL PROBLEMS AND THE NEW BUILDING LEASE. 
SECGEN POINTED OUT THAT THERE IS NO FRENCH MOTHER-TONGUE 
OFFICER IN THE LEGAL BUREAU AT PRESENT. USREP POINTED OUT 

THAT THERE IS NO ENGLISH MOTHER-TONGUE OFFICER. WHEN USREP 
MENTIONED THAT SELECTEE WAS PROBABLY FRENCH GOVT. PREFERENCE, 
SECGEN IMMEDIATELY RESPONDED NEGATIVELY SAYING THAT GOF CAN- 
DIDATE WAS YVES BONDUELLE. 

2. IT HAS BEEN RUMORED FOR SOME TIME THAT FRENCH WERE PUTTING 
HEAVY PRESSURE ON SECGEN FOR A FRENCH-SPEAKING CANDIDATE. 

USREP KNOWS, HOWEVER, THAT GAITHER (US) WAS SELECTED UN- 
ANIMOUSLY BY BOARD AS NUMBER ONE CANDIDATE FOR THE VACANCY. 
SELECTEE WAS NUMBER 2 AND ACCORDING TO SECGEN GOF CANDIDATE 
BONDUELLE WAS NUMBER THREE. 
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3. USREP WISHES EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO DEPT FOR MAKING 
GAITHER CANDIDACY POSSIBLE. HE IS OUTSTANDING CANDIDATE, 

OF EXCELLENT LEGAL QUALIFICATIONS AND DIPLOMATIC CAPABILITIES 
WHICH WOULD MAKE HIM VERY EFFECTIVE IN ICAO. 

4. SECGEN INDICATED THAT RETIREMENT OF LEGAL OFFICER BHATTI 
WILL TAKE PLACE END OF THIS YEAR AND VACANCY WILL BE ADVER- 
TISED SHORTLY. SECGEN PROMISES PRIORITY CONSIDERATION TO ANY 
QUALIFIED US CANDIDATE. USREP RESPONDED THAT WE MAY NOT HAVE 
A CANDIDATE. 

5. FYI; USREP FEARS THAT THERE IS LINGERING. DEEP-SEATED 
SUSPICION OF US LEGAL FRATERNITY AS RESULT OF SOME CONFLICT 
IN ICAO LEGAL CIRCLES OVER PAST FEW YEARS. WILL BE OVERCOME 
ONLY SLOWLY AND BY THE BEST PERSONAL DIPLOMATIC REPRESENT- 
ATIONS AT EVERY POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY. END FYI. HARPER 
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